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SUBJECT: VISA REQUESTS 

REFS: A) STATE 296228; B) LIBREVILLE 2613 

1 . GABONESE AMBASSADOR KOMBILA NOW INDICATES HE PREPARED 
TO ISSUE TOURIST VISA TO ANY AMERICAN TOURIST, WITHOUT 

RPT WITHOUT REQUIRING PERMISSION FROM GOG, PROVIDED THAT 
VISA REQUEST IS SUPPORTED BY AF/C. AS KOMBILA PUTS IT, 

QUOTE THERE WILL BE NO NEED TO BOTHER AMERICAN EMBASSY 
LIBREVILLE ABOUT SUCH QUESTIONS IN FUTURE UNQUOTE. WE 
HAVE EVERY REASON BELIEVE KOMBILA WILL KEEP HIS PROMISE AND 
PRESUME NEW FLEXIBILITY DUE AT LEAST IN PART TO EMBASSY'S 
EFFORTS REPORTED REF (B). FOR THAT MANY THANKS. 

2. AF/C IS WRITING TO GABONESE EMBASSY ON DECEMBER 21 TO 
SUPPORT VISA APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED BY KRAMERS, ELISABETH 
TAYLOR. AND JOHN SCUDDER (LATTER TWO NOW PLAN TO ARRIVE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LIBREVILLE LATE JANUARY AND WILL NOT RPT NOT BE ACCOMPANIED 
BY VONNEGUT AND KREMENTZ AS EARLIER PLANNED). UNDERSTAND 
TUTTLES ALREADY RECEIVED VISAS LAST WEEK. THAT SHOULD 
TAKE CARE OF ALL VISA PROBLEMS FOR TIME BEING. 

3. NEW GABONESE FLEXIBILITY RE TOURIST VISAS OBVIOUSLY 
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REFLECTS GOG DESIRE DEVELOP CLOSER COOPERATIVE RELATION- 
SHIP WITH U.S., AND MAY PARTLY REFLECT KOMBILA'S OWN 
ACCOMMODATING NATURE. NEVERTHELESS, BELIEVE IT WOULD BE 
PRUDENT TO USE OUR NEW-FOUND DISCRETION SPARINGLY TO AVOID 
PLACING UNDUE STRAIN ON GOG GOODWILL. 

KISSINGER 
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